UNION PARK DISTRICT COUNCIL
Meeting of the Board of Directors
Wednesday, October 1, 2025 7:00-9:00pm
Board Minutes:
Members Present:  Sarah Dvorak, Allen Saunders, Leah Timberlake-Sullivan, Jenne Nelson,  Lisa Nelson, Molly Coleman, Noelle Jacquet-Morrison, April King, Rachel Callahan, Claire Warren, Seanna Seppanen, Dean Cummings, Finley Roman, Jane McClure, Kent, Mark Morrow, Sarah Swisher,Mohammad Hussein, Tim Flanagan, Dan Elanbass, 
7:00 pm	Call to Order and Welcome		Sarah Dvorak
	Meeting was called to order at7:02 by Sarah Dvorak
		

7:05 pm	Consent Agenda		Sarah Dvorak
· Approve the agenda for this meeting
· Approve September minutes
Motion to approve September minutes and agenda was made by April King, 2nd by Rachel C.;  passed

7:10 pm	Open Forum		 						Sarah Dvorak
	Molly Coleman, Ward 4 City Council Member;  Molly introduced herself;  she’s excited to represent Ward 4. She reviewed areas of interest.  Jenne Nelson invited UPDC to a budget meeting at Hancock Elementary.  Sarah reviewed the primary issues that UPDC has been working on during this past year.  Tim Flanagan asked about background information on the demolition of the CVS building.  He said that he was not getting responses to questions/concerns about this issue.  Molly said that there is a continuing problem with the computer breech in St. Paul.  She said that there are problems regarding the issuance of permits and how developers are working with the city. There are inequities in the process and that is of primary concern.  
Mark Morrow said there are many things to be done other than administrative citations.  He encouraged Molly to look at tools beyond the citations.  
Lisa Nelson thanked Molly for being here. She gave an example of the removal of trash along the Snelling/University corridor and her work in doing this.  
Rachel commented about looking at some of the policies adopted by the city that have caused problems such as the building ordinances at issue near St. Thomas. Can we look at these types of policies & change them?
April King commented about the inequity of how rules are being applied across the city-such as the cutting down of sunflowers in neighbors’ yards and the shoveling of snow of sidewalks at the Post Office.  
Reece wants to know the cities’ take on housing on home ownership vs. housing density which may give preference to corporations that can buy up housing.  Molly responded by saying that we need to encourage home ownership but also realize that others may need multi-unit housing.  The goal of affordable housing for citizens of St. Paul is important.
Leah is excited that Molly is representing Union Park.  Sarah thanked Molly for coming to the meeting.


7:25 pm	ByLaws Task Force 							Scott Berger
Scott is out of the country and unable to be present at the virtual meeting.  Therefore, this item is being tabled.
Sarah noted that the annual meeting will be held on December 3rd. We need to get prepared for the meeting and upcoming Board elections in December.  

7:50 pm	Committee Reports and Updates
· Land Use & Economic Development (CLUED)		Dean Cummings
· Action Item
			Congregate Living Zoning Study 
CLUED voted to request the study on Sober Homes within St. Paul be put on hold until the City can remedy its data breach and provide factual, current data to the District Councils. PED was unable to share with us basic facts about the status of Congregate Living within the City. We were unable to ascertain points of clarification which made it challenging to inform a thoughtful opinion and are greatly concerned that any changes in legislation at this time would be based on sentiment and do not believe that policy should be modified or expanded based on arbitrary and capricious standards.

Dean stated that ordiances are being changed regarding facilities such as those for Sober Living’. Essentially they are unsupervised sober homes.  Dean asked for a map but it wasn’t available because of the data breech.  CLUED felt that it isn’t a good time to change policy.  
Leah indicated that there needs to be involvement from residents of the sober living facilities.

Tim moved that the letter be sent to the city to put on hold any action 
by the city on Congregate Living until the data breach has 
been resolved and more current data can be provided.   Motion passed.

Mark invited all to a walk-around on the St. Thomas campus with all of the new construction. 

· Transportation		Lisa Nelson
	Lisa stated that we had an interesting conversation with St. Paul Police Dept. such as special speed enforcement initiative along Cretin Avenue.  Next transportation meeting will be October 13.  Hamline-Midway Coalition did a walk-around north of University.  
Kent gave an update on the presentation on the extension of the Mid-Town Greenway.  This initiative was not funded and was for planning purposes only.  Kent voiced his concerns about this initiative.

· Neighborhood Sustainability & Vitality Committee (NSVC)		Leah T Sullivan
Leah gave an update on the success of Ice Cream Peanut Butter & Jam which was held last Saturday.  The weather was fantastic and an excellent turn-out for this event.  
· October 4, 2025 - Midway Peace Park Fall Fun Day 
The Peace Park Fan Day will be held from 12:00-4:00 on Oct.4.    The Sambusa Truck will be present to serve food.  
The issue of more rec center space and times available at Merriam Park was presented.  Sarah Swisher voiced the need for more transparency about the rec center.    The next NSVC meeting is scheduled for October 21 from 7:00-8:30pm.  
· WSNAC 		Jerome Benner
Jerome said that Molly Coleman will be at St. Thomas tomorrow evening from 6:30-7:30.  


· Snelling/University Alliance		Leah T Sullivan
Leah said that there is consensus on the county funding for higher level vision building for this neighborhood.  This will give the Alliance the next steps that can be taken and provide productive collaborations in the area.

8:45 pm	Staff Report		Leah T Sullivan

Leah put in a pitch for the Midway Peace Park Fun Day on October 4.  This is the 4th year for this event.

Leah stated that a Neighborhood Trash trash pick up will be held on October 11 and will meet at Trinity Lutheran at 9:00am. 

Big Ole trash party will be held starting at the Snelling-Selby intersection on October 18 & it will go to University Avenue.  Areas around Black Hart will be cleaned and there will be a party with food trucks and live music following 
The Capitol Regional Watershed grant is being used for curb cleanup of leaves.  The purpose is asking people to sign up to clean up leaves along the curbs in front of their houses.  Follow the Curbs to Currents Clean-Up Pledge.
  
9:00 pm 	Adjourn	Motion to adjourn at 8:46 by Reece & 2nd by Rachel;  Motion passed					


