UNION PARK DISTRICT COUNCIL
Meeting of the Board of Directors
Wednesday, September 3, 2025 7:00-9:00p
Board Minutes

Members present:  Craig Vaughn, Dean Cummings, Finley Roman , Lisa Nelson; Sarah Dvorak, Tim Flanagan, Leah Timberlake-Sullivan; Jerome Brenner, Kent T, Kirsten Fryer, Rachel Callahan, Reece Johnson, Scott Berger, Steve E, Allen Saunders, Demetrius Shaw.

7:00 pm	Call to Order and Welcome;  The meeting was called to order at 7:05pm by Sara.	

7:05 pm	Consent Agenda;  Motion to approve agenda and accept was made by Dean and seconded by Tim Flanigan, Motion was approved. 	

7:10 pm	Open Forum	Kirsten shared that she has a load of carrots that she would like to give them away to anyone who needs them.  ICPB&Jam is coming up quick on September 20.  Board members are encouraged to sign up to volunteer for this event.  Leah will send out a notice for members to fill out .  
Leah recognized Finley Roman as a new staff member at UPDC.  She is a sophomore at Macalester College and happy to work with UPDC and the neighborhood.  
Dean wanted to recognize the opening the new apartment building on University Avenue.  It has five 3-bedroom units & it is family orientated.  Rich worked closely with UPDC at every step in the process and should be recognized.  They are affordable units and perfectly placed.  

Jerome put a plug in for a St. Thomas meeting scheduled for tomorrow.  


7:20pm	COMMITTEE REPORTS

CLUED-Three letters were brought forward by Dean and presented with the understanding that Mark Morrow was absent but 

 Land Use &amp; Economic Development (CLUED) Dean Cummings
 Action Item
 Letter, passed out of CLUED, encouraging the City to support our
existing businesses and attract new ones.

Motion to send the letter written by Sara to support our local businesses and attract new ones was made by Dean.   Motion passed with 8 ayes and two abstentions.  


 Action Item
 Letter, passed out of CLUED, opposing the City RES 25-1135 which
allows non-designated billboards to fulfill the permit application
requirement before the designated billboards have been removed. The
resolution provided a list of billboards to be removed and a credit for
their removal. This credit can then be used to build new dynamic display
billboards. This resolution was placed on the consent agenda without the
ability for public input. CLUED approves of the removal of billboards,
however opposes the resolution and the method of consent agenda to
approve resolutions without public input.

Sara discussed the issue of the billboard.  See article in the Highland Villager.  Rachel moved the adoption of the billboard letter. One abstention from Jerome-motion passed.


 Action Item
 Letter, passed out of CLUED, requests district councils be directly
notified by DSI of public hearings for noise regulation variance
requests, amiplified sound permit applications, noise regulation variance
requests within 300 feet of their residence, and of amplified sound
permit applications within 300 feet of their residence, and generally
notification of all applications shortly after the city receives the
application in question, in their district.

Dean discussed the letter to be sent to the city regarding those effected by the noise variance.  Sara commented about the city needing to provide timely notifications to all involved, homeowners, renters, landlords, etc.  Motion to approve and send the letter was made by Scott; Motion passed with two abstentions.

Dean stated that there is a hearing on Sept. 30 regarding the CVS and it’s maintenance.  This will be further discussed in coming months.     





· Transportation		MidtowGreenway Extension;  Craig Vaughn was present to share information about the Greenway Extension project. Metropolitan Council regional project manager, Steve E presented information on the project.  Idea has been discussed for over 20 years with the design to cross the river.  A bike trail connecting the Mid-Town Greenway to Allianz Field 
Phase I :  Pre-planning;  review of local & regional plans, existing conditions, 
Phase II: Planning and Conceptual Design-a comprehensive study including ways to cross the Mississippi River. 
Phase III: Summarization & Conclusion; Detailed steps to complete the design, land easements or purchases.  
Phase IV:  coordinating with citizen groups and other groups like UPDC, St. Paul Public 
Works, & many other groups.
Craig walked us through the timeline of the process Nov. 2025 through April 2026.  

The study is coming to a conclusion with a final report coming soon.  
Scott asked a question about a connection to Ayd Mill Road.  It is not a part of this project but it will be a future project discussion according to Craig from the Council. 
Lisa encouraged Craig & Steve to consult with UPDC for community involvement since most of the trail goes through Union Park.  Steve responded by saying that this is still very early in the process and there will be time for feedback from neighborhoods effected.  Craig said there is a mandate from the legislature to study & formulate the plan.  
Kent cautioned us that things could change along the way from a legislative perspective.  Kent would like to know what the railroad says about this.  
Sara stated that Craig & Steve will be called back to present progress in November.

Action Item - UPDC Letter to MnDOT re I-94 Priorities
· Transportation approved a letter to MnDOT regarding the Public Comment Period and Recommended Alternatives;
· 
Lisa Nelson brought the letter before the board for approval to send to MnDOT, Mayor & city  She discussed the letter and what Union Park DC is asking.  A copy of this letter was sent out prior to this meeting.
Motion to approve the letter was made by Scott.  Motion was passed unanimously.  
Lisa Nelson told us about the up-coming transportation meeting on Monday.  

· Neighborhood Sustainability & Vitality Committee (NSVC)		Leah T Sullivan
Demtrius applied for approval for funding for the Skyline Peace Park event this fall. Leah stated that the park is kept very clean and the kids help to keep it clean. Motion to approve the cell tower expenditure was made by Kirsten. Passed unanimously with one abstention.  
· WSNAC 		Jerome Benner

· Snelling/University Task Force		Leah T Sullivan
Leah said that the Task Force met this week to accept proposals. There are two requests for approval for the proposals.  Leah said that she would let UPDC know the awards for a Cohesive Plan and Vision for the Snelling/University Alliance.  Leah is pleased with the progress of this Task Force and the progress that has been made since its inception last year. 
· Housing Task Force		Reece Johnson
Nothing significant to present to the board now.  The next meeting will finalize the action plan which will lead to the work plan.
· Bylaws Task Force		Leah T Sullivan
Leah said that Scott has brought this to a place that there are some recommended changes.  Scott re-phrased and edited the bylaws and will make it more complete.   This will be done addressed next month but we will need to get this information out to the Board in advance.    

8:45 pm	Staff Report		Leah T Sullivan

Leah wants to acknowledge Stevenson Morgan being present for Rita Morino.  He encouraged us to keep up the good work & reach out to Leah with ideas and initiatives because needs will be brought this fall & the squeaky wheel gets the oil.  
Leah emphasized ICPB & Jam & also the Midway Peace Park Festival.  She encouraged us to get together and support these community events.


	
9:00 pm 	Adjourn;  Motion to adjourn was made by Rachel and seconded by Reece Johnson.  Passed unanimously.  





