UNION PARK DISTRICT COUNCIL
Meeting of the Board of Directors
Wednesday, June 4, 2025, 7:00-9:00pm
ZOOM

Members Present: Leah, Sarah, Mark Morrow, Abby, April, Bill, Clare Warren; Demetrus Shaw, Kent T, Tim Flanagan, Deanna Seppanen, Dan Elanbaas, Reece Johnson, Jerome Brenner, Rachel Callahan, Jane McClure, Allen Saunders

7:00 pm	Call to Order and Welcome		Sarah Dvorak


7:05 pm	Consent Agenda		Sarah Dvorak
· Approve the agenda for this meeting
· Approve May minutes

7:10 pm	Open Forum		 						Sarah Dvorak
· Tim Flanagan
· Vote in Tim Flanagan as Grid 8 Director – Action Item
Tim introduced himself to the group.  He lives on Selby Ave near St. Thomas.  Also attended St. Thomas.  Bucket list for this year is a trip to Ireland.  He is interested in zoning, environment, and other issues.  Has worked with Lund boats.  His area in Grid 8 is east of Cleveland, north of Marshall, to University. Motion to accept Tim on the UPDC was made by Rachel and seconded by Kirsten.  He was unanimously approved to be on the Board.  

Bill introduced himself as a new participant and questioned why UPDC meets on Zoom rather than to meet in person.  Sarah said that we do have an option of OWL which is a hybrid option so that those who wish to be in person are able to do so & others can meet on Zoom.  This issue is discussed about every year.  We can open it up to the group to meet in person in the future.  We do have the annual meeting as an in-person meeting.  Leah said that if a hybrid meeting is scheduled, then she doesn’t want to be at the UPDC office alone.  


7:20 pm	Committee Reports and Updates
· Land Use & Economic Development (CLUED)		Dean Cummings
Mark has two action items.  Park Liquor has been purchased and there is a new owner.  It passed out of committee for CLUED.  Clare moved to approve the issue.  It passed.  
Women’s Advocate Emergency Shelter presented plans to CLUED regarding renovations in order to get a conditional use permit.  Mark felt good about the investment.  It needed a variance due to distance to of a quarter of a mile .  14 units in one building and 12 in the other building.  It passed out of committee. Rachel moved to approve. Passed.

Break-Away sent out 10,000 cards to neighbors around the facility.  There will be plenty of room for feedback for the event.  Leah sent out information on the event

· Transportation		Lisa Nelson
Lisa said that we have no letters to sign off on this month.  She discussed the opening of the B-Line on June 14.  Union Park members can sign up to work during the event.  Volunteers will be much appreciated.  Volunteers will get a t-shirt but not a gift certificate.  Bring a friend & get ice cream.  
· Neighborhood Sustainability & Vitality Committee (NSVC)		Leah T Sullivan
Leah reported that an announcement will be forthcoming regarding a cooperation between four city councils for the Captitol Regional Watershed.  A meeting will be held at Midway Peace Park by about 12 people who were responsible for forming the Midway Peace Park.  Some parents and children are also will also attend the meeting.  

Yvonne resigned from the Board and is no longer a chair of NSVC.  Leah said that a chair of NSVC is needed soon.  Anyone interested should contact her.


· WSNAC 		Jerome Benner
Jerome said that there will not be a meeting until August.

· Snelling/University Task Force		Leah T Sullivan
Lisa said that we received the funding for Snelling University Alliance.   The next step is to set up a request for proposal or RFP at the next meeting.  
· Housing Task Force		Reece Johnson
Reece said that there will be a meeting on June 11th.  The 1st meeting was informal.  Reece shared his vision for the committee.  He will send out a proposal for the group and then if accepted, then he will bring it back to the Board.  
· Bylaws Task Force		Leah T Sullivan
Leah said that Scott is very knowledgeable in this area.  She said that he is making suggestions for changes, and proposed changes will be brought back to the board in the near future.

8:40 pm	Staff Report		Leah T Sullivan

Leah has an update on the amplified sound events.  Amplified sound use would go back to former process so that anything above 80 decibels would go back to previous system.  Matt said that it is too early to do this at this time so council members would not be involved.  Leah is concerned about this because the permits would not require a public permit.  Leah is considering options for the future depending upon how the current process is working and whether amplified events continue to be a problem.

Jason is a new staff member.  He is a project member overseeing projects such as the Capitol Regional Water Project.  Luke is another new intern who will work on a survey for the 10-year plan.  He’ll also work on the senior citizens participation.  

There is new interest for the Playstreets program for neighborhood block parties.  

The environmental air quality monitoring meeting took place.  The first concern was how traffic exhaust is problematic and second to that was campfires and the air pollution resulting from that.  The hope is that there will be monitoring on a regular basis for air quality.  Sarah confirmed that this is an important topic to address in the future.  

Sarah discussed once again the importance of finding a chair for the NSVC committee.
	
9:00 pm 	Adjourn;  	Motion to adjourn by Reece, second by April. All were in favor.  

Submitted by Allen Saunders, UPDC Board Secretary

					


