Union Park District Council Transportation Committee Meeting
Monday, 10.13.2025, 6:30 pm - 8:00 pm, Via Zoom

Committee Members Present: Lisa Nelson, April King, Barb Thoman, Scott Berger, Mary Morse
Marti, Allen Saunders, Kent T

Guests: Soren Jensen, Julian Hartland, Michele Molstead, Hugo Bruggeman (MBCGG), Mary
Meyer (?)

Staff : Leah Timberland Sullivan

1. Agenda and Minutes
e Agenda and Minutes approved

2. Midtown Greenway Extension (Soren Jenson, Midtown Greenway Coalition)
e Discussions on Midtown bridge
New study commissioned (Met Council)
Go at least to Cleveland
Connect up to Ayd Mill Road
Need government entity to sit down with railroad
Studying bridge 100’ down river (as an alternative)
Only used for ADM Mill
MMM: Can you do a “sidecar” bridge?
o Current Shortline Bridge only has rail on half of it
o Harper's Ferry bridge had usable pathway on it and train on it
o Unlikely to include in study given its historic status
e How would we handle liability? Hoping the railroad would agree to share liability in
exchange for rehab.
e What are the expected bike counts to be?
o Not known
e Greenway now a regional trail, gets some support from the Met Council
e In 2007, 2009, Hennepin County proposed $15M to rehab the bridge and reconnect
the trail, McGlauchlin(?)
o Think they did the wrong study
e Do we have any models?
o That would be nice
e One train each way per day
Thought they were going to stop at Cleveland, fairly decent facilities to get to the
stadium
Investments pay back tax payers pretty quickly
Comes behind a bunch of breweries and what not that could use extra customers
If Hennepin County won't do it, Met Council should take the lead
What should citizens do? We should wait for study to be completed
How do you feel about Cleveland to Ayd Mill?
Once study is complete, will there be a big meeting to convene everybody?



3. Volunteer Bike and Ped Counts (MMM)

Sept 26 to Oct 1

Lack of data, city stopped doing them in 2019

West of Cretin, east of the river

Need information for bike bridges, etc.

Total bikes seen: 163

Electric bike: 25%

Was this location counted back when city did counting?

87 Bikes along boulevards or at lake street bridge (in addition to bikes counted)

What should we do next?

Scott: Set mine up on Ashland Avenue - about 30% pedestrian traffic
o Get mode share in addition to bike counts

Can we figure out which way they are heading?

We need a citywide campaign to get people to think about bicycling

Did city do counts by season? Yes in 2016, not in 2019

Can we have people install measuring devices

Union Park looking for people to install air quality sensors

AARP cap, thanks

5. Saint Paul Bike Plan (including Summit Avenue)

Motion by King to write a letter affirming support for Summit Ave Regional Trail, as
part of support for St. Paul Bike Plan and consistent with UPDC Community Plan
Committee discussion: It could get kicked back here to have a public meeting about
this, and we have voted in favor of the city wide bike plan (which contains it)
Berger seconds
Committee discussion: acknowledge street needs reconstruction, that it will never
be cheaper to support, Will most impactful thing to say that we encouraged our
residents to participate in open houses, that we believe the decision has been
made, and that we do not support opening rediscussion on the matter? When city
says it has a plan (Greenway), did they talk to anyone outside the city? Does all of
the road need reconstruction? Is it too narrow?
Current plan: River to Fairview (in 2028), utilities in 2027

o MGCC working together with UPDC, to think about how these intersections

will look like

Vote: 6 aye, 1 abstain

5. Follow-ups

Next meeting is in November
Update on B-Line next month
Leah: Can B-Line riders give feedback

Adjourned: 8:07 pm

Next Meeting:

Next meeting Monday November 10th, 2025 via zoom.
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