UNION PARK DISTRICT COUNCIL
Meeting of the Board of Directors
Wednesday, April 1, 2026 7:00-9:00pm
Board Minutes:
Members present: Lisa Nelson, April King, Dan Elenbaas, Sarah Dvorak, Allen Saunders, Leah Timberlake-Sullivan, Claire
Warren, Kent T, Jane McClure, Jerome Benner, Mark Morrow, Dean Cummings, Rachel Callahan, Sarah
Swisher, Debra Gustophson, , Leslie Spring (librarian at Meriam Park, Tim Flanagan, David Tierney, Joe Hughes, 


7:00 pm	Call to Order and Welcome-Meeting was called to order at 7:05		Sarah Dvorak

7:05 pm	Consent Agenda		Sarah Dvorak
· Approve the agenda for this meeting
· Approve March minutes
Claire Warren moved to approve the minutes and it was seconded by Jerome Benner;  motion passed.  

7:10 pm	Open Forum		 						Sarah Dvorak
CVS has been taken down and Lisa Nelson stated that the building will be up for bid.  She is worried about trash around the area-it is something for us to watch.  Nothing concrete has been established yet and no buyers have been identified.  Current property owner was unresponsive so the city took it on their own to demolish the building and then the owner will be charged. 

7:30 pm	Committee Reports and Updates
· Land Use & Economic Development (CLUED)		Mark Marrow/Dean Cummings	
· Action Item – Letter of Support
	   United Village requests letter of support for their restaurant pavilion
	   Class N Liquor Licenses. CLUED voted in support for the licenses.
 Mark reported that there will be two pavilions, one restaurant and one pizza business.  The businesses will not be open late-it is scheduled to close by 9:00pm except on game days. The noise from the outdoor facilities should be minimal due to the early closure. 
No concerns were expressed.  Mark moved that the letter as written be approved and sent to the city.  Motion passed unanimously.  

· Action Item – Letter of Support
	   Homeowners of 114 Saratoga request letter of support for variance
	   For their garage front setback. CLUED voted in support in writing a
	   Letter of support for the variance.
There’s no access to the alley and none to the street.  The owner wants to build a garage and needs at least a 5 foot front set-back.  Scott Berger would be in favor of the variance.  He feels there is little on-street parking in the area and a garage is needed.  Scott noted that it is taking away one parking spot from the street and that a church is across the street. 
Mark Morrow made a motion for Union Park District Council to SUPPORT a front setback for this garage equal to the front setback of the house and no less than 5 feet (whichever is greater).  The motion was seconded by Sarah Swisher.  Motion passed.

· Potential Action Item – Discussion
	   Noise variance application for the Breakaway concert. DSI had not 
	   Completed its portion of the noise variance in time for the CLUED 
	   Meeting, so any ensuing action could not be taken at the committee meeting.

There have been on-going concerns regarding noise pollution following the 1st performance in the summer of 2024. Breakaway 2025 was held this past year and according to April King, the noise was much more tolerable than in 2024.  There were over 600 complaints received in 2024, but no complaints were received in 2025.  Breakaway Music Festival is taking feedback and is acting on the feedback.  Sound levels dropped in volume in real-time-even during the event.  The letter is exactly the same as last year’s letter from UPDC. Mark made a motion to approve the variance and send the letter as written.  Dan seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.
	   	  
· Transportation		Lisa Nelson
Lisa reported that the transportation committee did not meet this past month, so there is a minimal amount of information to report.  She stated that Highway #280 will be closing in mid-April and will not be completed until hopefully right before the State Fair.  Allen Saunders and Dave Tierney reported on the progress on the Pelham Boulevard reconstruction project.  Trees are now being trimmed along the boulevard and actual work on the road will start soon and hopefully will be completed by November.  Dave indicated that there was controversy about the position of stop signs between East River Road and University Avenue.  Several neighbors did not approve of the city’s proposal to remove the 4 way stop at Doane and  Pelham and replace it with a 2 way stop with a median to make pedestrian crossing more safe.  However, the plan will proceed as proposed. There will be 4 way stops at Beverly & Pelham, and also at Otis and Pelham.  

· Neighborhood Sustainability & Vitality Committee (NSVC)		Sarah Swisher
· Action Item 
	   NSVC requests Board support to assign a Cell Tower Fund Task Force to 
	   oversee the process of resolving the cell tower fund. NSVC voted in 
		support at their March meeting.
Sara Swisher reported on the NSVC meeting.  The cell tower funds have been terminated.  Molly Coleman and Jenne Nelson were also present at the NSVC meeting.   Good news is that Andy Rodriquez shared the balance of funds of over $200,000.  The bad news is that the funds are not currently available to Union Park  The funds were meant to be used for Desnoyer Park and Merriam Park.  We have not previously learned of the balance.  We thought that these funds would be available He said that the city has no obligation to maintain those funds and use for UPDC/Desnoyer Park/Merriam Park.  Leah said that UPDC has records indicating that the funds were available for future use.  Dan indicated that we have been fighting for these funds over the years,  The committee recommended that UPDC appoint a Task Force in order to facilitate a proper closure of the account.  Dave Tierney feels that we need the task force to investigate and work with the city to make the city honor this agreement.  Sara Dvorak was on the original committee and it took a great deal of work to finalize the agreement and give up the park land.  There was no question that the funds would be held for UPDC.  
Sara moved that a Cell Tower Fund Task Force be formed.  The motion passed unanimously.  
· WSNAC 		Jerome Benner 
Jerome reported that meetings at being planned for the near future and he will inform UPDC.
· Housing Task Force		Mark Morrow
Leah reported that the Housing Relief Fund is in process and that funds are being collected prevent the eviction of Union Park residents.
· Snelling/University Alliance		Leah T Sullivan
Leah reported that great progress has been made for this endeavor.  A website has been created which clearly spells out goals and objectives of this organization.


8:45 pm	Staff Report		Leah T Sullivan

Leah reported that we are now in the planning phase for the “Ice Cream Peanut Butter & Jam” event.  Sarah an idea to expand the event to invite more vendors. She asked us to come forth with ideas for the event.  Board support is needed for this event.  Last year many young families came out for the event.  Sarah said it may be important to find out the status of the renovation of the Merriam Park project from Parks & Rec.
	
9:00 pm 	Adjourn	

Sarah S. moved that the meeting be adjourned and Mark seconded it.  Motion passed.  		

Minutes were taken by Allen Saunders. UPDC Board Secretary.			


