UNION PARK DISTRICT COUNCIL
Meeting of the Board of Directors
Wednesday, March 4, 2026 7:00-9:00pm
Board Minutes: 

Members present:  Lisa Nelson, April King, Dan Elenbaas, Sarah Dvorak, Allen Saunders, Leah Timberlake-Sullivan, Claire Warren, Kent T, Deanna Seppanen, Jane McClure, Jerome Benner, Mark Morrow, Dean Cummings, Rachel Callahan, Sarah Swisher, Ivy Yorm, Jenne Nelson, Debra Gustophson, Barb Thoman, Tim Flanagan

7:00 pm	Call to Order and Welcome-called to order by Sarah Dvorak at 7:04	Sarah Dvorak

7:05 pm	Consent Agenda		Sarah Dvorak
· Approve the agenda for this meeting
· Approve February minutes
Motion to approve the February minutes and to approve the agenda made by Dean and seconded by Rachel; passed

7:10 pm	Open Forum		 						Sarah Dvorak
Congregate Living Data was put on hold as stated by Dean Cummings.  Jenne Nelson said she would look into this issue and get back to the group.  It should be able to move forward.

Dean stated that the CVS building is being demolished hopefully on this coming Monday.

7:20 pm	ReConnect Rondo							Sarah Dvorak
· Keith Baker provided an update on ReConnect Rondo.
Keith said that there is much going on during the past few years and he’d like to share the information.  Keith shared a power point giving some history of Reconnect Rondo.  He said re-thinking I-94 is a separate issue and not a part of Reconnect Rondo. The group wants to make the City of St. Paul responsible as well for Reconnect Rondo,  In 2021, won 1st federal grant and 2nd grant in 2024.  Keith shared the vision of the land bridge.  Launched NEPA and he then discussed the 2026-2028 goal screen on his presentation. He then reviewed the stake holders.  His organization has been holding many community meetings in the area-it must be seen as a community driven project.  He then reviewed a screen entitled “Restorative path toward equity”.  He then reviewed the financial impact of the loss caused by the freeway construction.  He discussed the six elemental focus areas in Rondo which are the same as those for all areas of St. Paul including Union Park.  He said that this whole project is unique and comprehensive and isn’t seen in any other parts of the country.  Keith gave examples of land bridges such as Target Field which was built over the freeway.  He also shared other examples of land bridges both in Minnesota and nationally.
Tim Flanagan thanked Keith for giving the presentation.  Keith said that he will send out this presentation to all of us.  He asked us for our support of Reconnect Rondo.

8:00 pm	Committee Reports and Updates
· Land Use & Economic Development (CLUED)		Mark Marrow/Dean Cummings	
· Action Item – Letter to City Officials
	   CLUED Letter to City Officials involves Grid 7 and 8 demolition and 
		construction violations, and requests a meeting with Councilmember
	   Coleman, the City Attorney, and the Assistant Mayor to discuss
	   actions DSI can and should take to address repeated non-compliance 
		with demolition/construction requirements.
Mark Morrow presented information regarding the proposed letter to be sent to the city.  He noted that buildings are being demolished without a permit.  Other violations have also occurred.  The violations have been done by developers and not homeowners. The ask is to have a meeting with the above stakeholders.  
Leah cited urgent concerns regarding potential health hazards when buildings are being demolished.  Sarah Swisher asked if there is anything we can do to elevate the concern.  Jenne Nelson stated that she is elevating the need and she felt that the city will be responsive to our request.  She said that we should present the letter to the CityAssistant Manager from the Mayor’s office and then with City Attorney.

A motion was made by Dean for UPDC to support the letter which came out of the CLUED Committee.  Motion passed unanimously. A revised letter will be sent to UPDC members and then sent to the city.

· Transportation		Lisa Nelson
· Action Item
Lisa Nelson discussed the letter to be sent to MnDot.  It supports the reduced freeway option with comments about that and continuing a request that a boulevard option be included in the study going forward.  MnDot gave the community more time to respond before the deadline on March 23 due to the ICE surge.  The positions taken in the letter have been addressed in the past.  Scott Berger said that there are important changes in the letter that should be addressed and noted.
Scott Berger moved to approve the letter and Rachel seconded the motion.  The motion to send the letter passed unanimously.
Barb Thoman was present and said that Scott also put a lot of work on the letter.  She asked each of us to send our comments because it is really important to MnDot before the deadline of March 23  Go to the MnDot website to respond.

· Neighborhood Sustainability & Vitality Committee (NSVC)		Sarah Swisher
Leah noted that  UPDC was informed that T-Mobile discontinued the use of the cell tower in October of 2025.  Andy Rodriquez, Parks & Rec administrator, will be coming to the March NSVC meeting to discuss.  The fund is being discontinued.   There is a backlog of funds to the neighborhood fund which Andy will discuss.   He’ll let us know the status at the meeting.  A question of what will happen to the cell tower will perhaps be addressed.  We’ll know a lot more about this as time goes on.  The date of the meeting is March 19th.  
· WSNAC 		Jerome Benner
Jerome said that the next general meeting will be in the fall.
· Housing Task Force		Mark Morrow
Reece Johnson just bought a house in Woodbury so new leadership is needed.  The survey has been out and available to collect data.  He will no longer be available and he was thanked for his service.
· Snelling/University Alliance		Leah T Sullivan
The Snelling/University Alliance just had their 2nd meeting and Leah was impressed with the degree of collaboration.  Lisa stated that an impressive group of people are part of this group.  There will be a walking tour this coming Friday although rain is in the forecast. 

8:45 pm	Staff Report		Leah T Sullivan
CVS Building is being demolished around 10:00am on Monday.  Jenne said that she is hopeful that this will happen but she will let us know if there is anything different from that.   

Leah reminded us of the staff retreat to be held on March 14 at the Spruce Tree Building.  Sampling standards will be introduced and discussed by Dr. Trudeau.  It should be very interesting.  He is familiar with our UNION PARK area.  

UPDC will presenting the new “Union Park Housing Stability Fund” in the near future.  Plans are under way and will be presented to the full UPDC Board soon.
	
9:00 pm 	Adjourn	:  Motion to adjourn was made by Rachel and seconded by Claire.  Motion passed.	

Minutes taken by:  Allen Saunders, UPDC Board Secretary				


