UNION PARK DISTRICT COUNCIL
Meeting of the Board of Directors
Wednesday, June 3, 2026 7:00-9:00pm
Board Minutes:

Members Present:  Lisa Nelson, April King, Sarah Dvorak, Allen Saunders, Leah Timberlake-Sullivan, Kent T, Jane McClure, Jerome Benner, Mark Morrow, Dean Cummings, Rachel Callahan, Sarah Swisher, Tim Flanagan, Scott Berger, Jenne Nelson, Leslie Spring, Nicholas Hart, Deanna Seppanen, Ivy Yorm, Jamil Jabr

7:00 pm	Call to Order and Welcome
	The meeting was called to order at 7:04PM by Sarah Dvorak		Sarah Dvorak

7:05 pm	Consent Agenda		Sarah Dvorak
· Approve the agenda for this meeting
· Approve May minutes
	Motion to approve the May minutes and the June agenda was made by Rachel Callahan and 2nd by Tim 	Flanagan.  Motion passed

7:10 pm	Open Forum:  
	Details on ICPB&J were presented by Sarah		 		Sarah Dvorak
	Allen Saunders gave an update on the Pelham Blvd reconstruction.  Preliminary work has been done and a pre-construction meeting will be held on Thursday.  Construction will begin on June 16th or soon thereafter.

7:40 pm	Committee Reports and Updates
· Land Use & Economic Development (CLUED)		Dean Cummings	 
	Jerome Benner gave an update on conditional use permits.  The discussion will be picked up once again in July.  A planning meeting will take place in June and Jerome will give us updates & Dean will as well.  Dean stated that it’s good to keep the discussion going on this issue.

· Action Item - 79 Cretin Avenue North
· Homeowners are requesting a minor variance to allow roughly 70 additional square feet of accessory buildings beyond the normally allowed 1200 square feet. They have added a sauna to the property and were unaware of the square footage allowance. They have obtained a mechanical permit from the warm air division for the wood fire stove.
Dean stated that the addition of a sauna added over by 70 square feet.  The homeowners were unaware of the ordinance and would have adjusted their plans had they known.  Nicholas Hart, homeowner, was present to discuss.  The permits were pulled from the city & there was a misunderstanding the size of the lot.  He felt that there was plenty of square footage because there’s more than one lot on their property.  He is asking for a “minor variance”.  
A motion to approve the variance request was made by Dean Cummings and seconded by Tim.  Motion passed with 4 nays and one abstention.
· Transportation		Lisa Nelson
No meeting was held in May.  
· Neighborhood Sustainability & Vitality Committee (NSVC)		Sarah Swisher
No meeting was held this past month.  The micro-grant process is underway, and applications have been coming in. Sarah stated that another “play streets”request was approved for the summer.  Barricades will be provided for the block-she’s excited to see this expanding.
· WSNAC 		Jerome Benner
Jerome said they met last month & most of the discussion was about the Derby Days.  Over 70 people were in attendance.  Jerome was happy to state that there were no incidents or problems during the graduation events.  Sarah commented that the arena was used for many High School graduations.  
· Housing Stability Task Force		Mark Morrow/Rachel Callahan
Allen gave an update on the process.  
· Snelling/University Alliance		Leah T Sullivan
There is a survey going out to ask shoppers about their experience in the Midway area.  The survey is on the UPDC website and will also go into other publications in the area.  The project has been very successful.  People are very excited about the Alliance and much progress has been made.  

8:45 pm	Staff Report		Leah T Sullivan
Leah stated that interns have moved from their jobs upon graduation.  Abby has been busy and will be here for the summer.
Leah stated that there has been some consensus interest to appealing to the city to make changes to the complaint system and the city’s response to problems submitted by city residents.  
Mark spoke to the issue of administrative citations.  Other district councils have also expressed concerns about the administrative citations according to Leah.  
Mark Morrow made a motion as follows:  "Union Park District Council will write a letter to the City which will state that Union Park District Council strongly urges the City to make administrative citation findings and conclusions available and searchable in PAULIE."  Tim Flanagan seconded.  Motion passed with one abstention,

	
9:00 pm 	Adjourn
Motion to adjourn was made by Tim F. and seconded by Mark Morrow.  Motion passed & meeting was adjourned at 8:25.  

Minutes taken by Allen Saunders, Board Secretary	
	



