UNION PARK DISTRICT COUNCIL
Meeting of the Board of Directors
Wednesday, May 6, 2026 7:00-9:00pm

Board Minutes:
Members present: Lisa Nelson, April King, Dan Elenbaas, Sarah Dvorak, Allen Saunders, Leah Timberlake-Sullivan, Claire
Warren, Kent T, Jerome Benner, Mark Morrow, Dean Cummings, Rachel Callahan, Sarah Swisher, Tim Flanagan, Scott Berger, Jane McClure

Community members/Special Guests: Jerry Striegel, Carolyn ?, Jamal Jabr, Noah McVay, Debra Gustophson


7:00 pm	Call to Order and Welcome		Sarah Dvorak
	The meeting was called to order at 7:05pm by Sarah Dvorak

7:05 pm	Consent Agenda		Sarah Dvorak
	Motion to approve April minutes and approve the agenda: Motion was made by Claire Warren and seconded by Dean Cummings.  Motion passed.

Open Forum: Tim Flanagan reported that lodged several complaints to the city using the new complaint system.  There has been no response to his concerns regarding Single Residence Permits nor for other issues.  Tim put a link in the chat regarding the new complaint system-supposed to streamline communication but hasn’t done so.  It’s difficult to track the complaints by ticket number.  Lisa said that it should be a better system, but there are problems when you go with a new system.  The data breach last year caused many problems in the process.

7:10 pm	Open Forum		 						Sarah Dvorak
· Noah McVay - Community Advisor to the Audit Committee
 of the City Council, City of Saint Paul & Molly Coleman
Molly Coleman was present at the meeting to discuss the Audit Process.  Molly sits on the Audit Committee to represent the City Council.  Three councilpersons are on the committee and also a community representative. Noah McVay is one of the three Community Advisors.  The purpose of the Audit Committee is to make the city more transparent and accountable.  It is the oversight of operations.  A final audit report is submitted to the Mayor and Administration.  They are now getting suggestions or solicitations from community members, city employees, and organizations like UPDC for the performance audit.  Topics such as Department Efficiency between the Parks & Rec Department and city libraries as they work together. Currently the topic is compliance of the data practices.  The final audit report is open to the public once it is approved by the City of St. Paul.  
Mark Morrow suggested the topic of the timeline and delays on variance requests.  The current practice delays building and discourages investors from building in the City of St. Paul.  DSI has also come up as a topic from many district councils.  
Molly Coleman shared that concerns can go directly to departments rather than through the Audit Committee Process.  Noah and Molly Coleman thanked UPDC for the feedback and soliciting ideas and topics for the Audit Committee. Sarah gave many thanks for Noah and Molly for their presentation.

7:50 pm	Committee Reports and Updates
· Land Use & Economic Development (CLUED)		Dean Cummings	  
Dean reported that they do not have anything to vote on this month.  CLUED has been provided very preliminary plans and proposals for an affordable housing unit on Herschel south of university.  St. Thomas will be bringing forth proposals for student housing and building design standards.  These proposals will be brought to the Board for a vote next month
· Transportation		Lisa Nelson
Lisa also stated that we don’t have anything to vote on this month.  She stated that the Transportation Committee invited a representative of the Rondo Group.  Claire reported that we’ll have the opportunity to visit the Bus Garage
· Neighborhood Sustainability & Vitality Committee (NSVC)		Sarah Swisher
Sarah stated that the Cell Tower Task Force will be meeting shortly to find out how these funds were used.  

Sarah made a motion to approve $1500.00 to be spent on Micro-grants.  The motion was approved unanimously.

Park improvement designs are being made this summer to be approved in the fall.  Sarah stated that there haven’t been any Merriam Park improvements for at least 23 years.  

· WSNAC 		Jerome Benner
Jerome was not present tonight so nothing to report on.
· Housing Task Force		Leah T Sullivan
Leah reported on the progress of this committee and the development of a request form.  Progress will be reported to the full council in the near future.
· Snelling/University Alliance		Leah T Sullivan
No updates since the last Board Meeting.  

8:45 pm	Staff Report		Leah T Sullivan
Leah reported that there was an unapproved party at 2177 Lincoln by students who were partying, encroaching on individuals’ property to use drugs(cocaine).  There was essentially no response from the city when the police were called.  UPDC was asked to provide support to the homeowner to call for coordinating a meeting.  This included urinating on lawns and cars.  Scott said it is serious and that some action should be taken.  He felt that St. Thomas representatives need to be included in any kind of meeting.  Mark made a motion for UPDC to support a meeting between the city of St. Paul and the neighborhood group effected by the incident.      Kent seconded the motion.  The motion passed. 

Leah reported on the success of a Spring Fling for businesses in the Selby West area.  All sorts of activities for kids were held.  There were trolley cars along Selby Avenue.  

She also reported on building relationships with the businesses along the Selby corridor.  There have been petty theft incidents and also complaints about loitering and trashing the Whole Foods garage exits.  Illegal activities have been reported.  

 


	
9:00 pm 	Adjourn

At motion to adjourn was made by Sarah Swisher and seconded by Kent		



