UNION PARK DISTRICT COUNCIL
Meeting of the Board of Directors
Wednesday, May 7, 2025, 7:00-9:00pm
ZOOM

Members present:  Allen Saunders, Leah Timberlake-Sullivan, Sarah Dvorak, Abby Heil, Joe Hughes, Kent T, Kirsten Fryer, Scott Berger, Dean Cummings, Jane McClure, Reece Johnson, Lisa Nelson, Mark Morrow,April King, Sarah S, Ben Quam
7:00 pm	Call to Order and Welcome-called to order at & 7:00pm by Sarah Dvorak
			
7:05 pm	Consent Agenda
	Jerome made a motion to approve and Reece seconded the motion. Approved with one abstention.	
	

7:10 pm	Open Forum		 	
	Lisa Nelson informed the group that she is now serving as an interim executive director for 	the 	Hamline-Midway Coalition.  All are aware of the potential for conflict of interest.
	Dean stated that the city council meeting was very lengthy and perhaps still going on 	regarding rent stabilization.  It appears that adjustments will be made to the city policy on rent 	control.  
			
7:20 pm	Committee Reports and Updates
· Land Use & Economic Development (CLUED)		Dean Cummings
He stated that Break-Away doesn’t currently have a permit for the event.  They are asking for a variance for an increase of the sound level for this event. They feel that they can control the spread of the noise this year using new technology.  There will be the capacity to monitor and change the sound level and sound containment.  We are saying that the maximum be 55db at the perimeter.  The less important performers uses lower levels of sound whereas the featured performers have louder sound capability.  Scott is willing to go along and see how it goes.  He says that we need a base level to go from.  There is uncertainty and there is some risk.  Break-Away will distribute a QR code to neighbors so that they can respond in real time with feedback. 

Dean moves that we adopt the letter to approve the variance regarding the increase in sound level for the event sponsored by Break-Away and it was seconded.  The motion passed with one abstention and one nay.

Mark discussed the issue of the variance for the temporary parking lot at United Village.  CLUED asked the city to create standards regarding the temporary parking lot.  The parking lot in question was the lot next to the Allianz administrative building.  
Dean moved that we approve the variance, but asking the city to create standards for the temporary nature of the parking lot and it was seconded.  Motion passed.

· Transportation		Lisa Nelson
· Letter 1 – Action Item
· Letter to officials about municipal cost sharing for I-94
· Union Park District Council in Saint Paul 
supports legislation or policy provisions 
prohibiting MnDOT from requiring cities and
counties to pay a financial match (cost participation)
on MnDOT projects

Lisa indicated that MnDot wants cities to pay for a portion of the costs.  This letter supports policy provisions prohibiting MnDot from requiring cities to share in the cost. 
Lisa moved that we approve the letter and April 2nd.  Motion passed.			
· Letter 2 – Action Item
· Letter to MnDOT asking them to rename some of the Rethinking I-94 options
· Requesting changes to two of MNDOT’s four
recommended options for I-94. Retaining a boulevard
option.

This letter asks MnDot to rename the options that are moving forward.  The 1st point 
Ask that a boulevard option still be an option and that there needs to be community involvement in the process.
Scott moved that we send the letter and Jerome 2nd the motion.  Motion passed.
· Letter 3 – Action Item
· Request for change in truck routes, additional 
enforcement, an information about mill & overlay
schedule for St. Anthony Ave

This issue was brought to UPDC and the transportation committee by two neighbors who live near St. Anthony.  The noise and pot-holes cause disturbances.  This city owned street has one lane with two way cycling.  No trucks are supposed to be using this road.  This letter asks the city to state that no heavy trucks at all use this road.  Dean said that a restriction of the use of this road is necessary.  
April moves that the letter be approved asking the city to restrict truck traffic, lower speed limits, repair the road,and Dean seconded. Motion passed.
· Neighborhood Sustainability & Vitality Committee (NSVC)		Leah T Sullivan
Leah stated that 5 microgrants were awarded.  One request to fund a picnic table on a boulevard.  NSVC does not fund seating on the boulevard so this one was rejected.
The use of the cell tower funds were listed as ongoing events.  Lisa will help with gaining a permit for a block party.  Barricades are available through UPDC for anyone interested.  
· WSNAC 		Jerome Benner
Jerome stated that a meeting is coming up on Tuesday, May 13.  The time of the meeting is 6:30 on Zoom.

· Snelling/University Task Force		Leah T Sullivan
Leah stated that we are waiting for a response on a grant request for creating a viable plan for the Task Force.

Reece is working on a proposal on forming the new Housing Committee for UPDC. 

8:40 pm	Staff Report		Leah T Sullivan

Leah stated that there is a by-law review going on now with several members contributing.(Scott, Rachel, and Clare) Leah reviewed other councils’ by-laws.

We have been awarded funds to work with businesses in Snelling/Selby area.  

There is a project to help celebrate the opening of the B-line with several members participating.

Four district councils are working on environmental issues such as water quality, air quality, and tree canopy.




	
9:00 pm 	Adjourn
Kent moved and April 2nd motion to adjourn.  All approved.  		

Minutes for this meeting were taken by Allen Saunders, Board Secretary. 				


